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SAN DIEGO—Southwestern Yacht Club presents 
its annual Benefit on the Bay, with events on April 
1, April 22, and May 6, 2017. The three-day event 
benefits ElderHelp of San Diego and helps ensure 
that San Diego seniors can remain independent and 
live with dignity in their own homes. To date, more 
than $750,000 has been raised by SWYC and its 
sponsors through this annual event. 

“Southwestern Yacht Club members look forward to this event each year and we invite the community 
to come out to participate in the on-the-water activities and the evening gala,” said Commodore Drew 
Bernet. “ElderHelp of San Diego has assisted more than 90,000 older San Diegans and their families 
with a multitude of services, and this is our opportunity to give back.”   
 
The fun begins April 1 with a Charity Bay Regatta and Race Party, celebrating 30 years of fun in 
the sun! It will be a great day full of sailing, BBQ, live music, raffle, and specialty cocktails. The cost 
to participate is $15 per person. The race is at noon, with the post-race Awards Ceremony and 
Party beginning at 3pm. Open to the public with reservation.Contact Nikki Acree, 
info@southwesternyc.org, for more information.  
 
On April 22, the Benefit on the Bay: Beacon of Light Reception will feature cocktails, great food, 
silent auctions, live music and fun wine raffle games. The cost to attend is $55 per person.  
Contact: Bobbie Irwin Wellnessbobbie@Yahoo.com for more information. 
 
On May 6, Southwestern Yacht Club’s 47th Annual Angler's Bottom-Fishing Tournament with a day 
of fishing for children and adults, from 6am to 3pm, followed with a delicious Fish Fry at 3pm, a 
Tournament Awards Banquet and opportunity drawings for great prizes. The entry fee for the 
tournament is $65 before April 20, $75 after. Contact: Michael Mooradian, 
anglers@southwesternyc.org, for more information.  

 
Depending on their level of donation, event 
sponsors can receive tickets to the gala, seats 
on the spectator yachts, tickets to the post-race 
BBQ and party, as well as tickets to the anglers’ 
post-tournament fish fry. All proceeds benefit 
ElderHelp of San Diego, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, and are tax-deductible as allowed 
by law.   
 
ElderHelp’s mission is to ensure San Diego 

seniors can remain independent and live with dignity in their own homes. Among its many programs 
are the Concierge Club, which provides seniors with services such as care coordination and 



management, grocery shopping, transportation, friendly visits, minor home repairs, home safety 
inspections, daily check-in calls, budget and check writing assistance, gardening, and more; 
Seniors-A-Go-Go, providing seniors with escorted, door-through-door transportation; HomeShare, 
serving those who are looking for affordable housing or have a spare room in their own home and 
would like someone to move in with them; and referrals to Benefits Counseling including legal, 
insurance, and tax information. 
 
Southwestern Yacht Club believes in giving back to the community, and Benefit on the Bay is only 
one of its many humanitarian efforts. SWYC is proud to support a number of community events, 
including Operation Homefront in support of the troops, Meals on Wheels, the Special Athletes 
Sailing Program, and the Junior Foundation (providing scholarships for youth sailing programs), 
among others.  
 
Located on the Point Loma peninsula, in a beautiful, newly renovated facility on San Diego Bay, 
SWYC was founded in 1925 by visionary yachtsmen looking for ways to enjoy each other’s 
company and to share their enthusiasm for boating. Since then, the club has developed into a full-
service operation with more than 750 members embracing all forms of boating activities within the 
community and earning a reputation as one of the friendliest clubs to visit.             
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