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Handel’s Acis & Galatea  Begins Bach Collegium San Diego 
15th Anniversary Season, October 20 & 21, 2017 

 
New this  s eason:  Dr.  Nico las  Reve l e s  Jo ins  Pre- concer t  Talks 

 
For immediate release 
Contact: Stephanie Thompson Communications, 619-840-7353 
stephanie@stephaniethompson.com 
 
SAN DIEGO— Bach Collegium San Diego, the city’s acclaimed early music and 
Baroque performance ensemble, launches its 15th anniversary season with two 
performances of Handel’s rarely performed Acis & Galetea . 
 

G. F. Handel: ACIS & GALATEA 
HWV 49 (1718 version) 

Friday, October 20, 2017 – 7:30 PM  
All Souls’ Episcopal Church, Point Loma 

 
Saturday, October 21, 2017 – 7:30 PM  

Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church, Cardiff-by-the-Sea 
 

Acis: Derek Chester 
Galatea: Teresa Wakim 

Polyphemus: Mischa Bouvier 
Damon: John Russell 

Coridon: Matthew Tresler 
 
“I’m delighted to begin our 15th anniversary season with Acis & Galatea, which I’ve been 
wanting to present for a long time,” says artistic director Ruben Valenzuela. “It’s a 
magnificent work from beginning to end, filled with Handel’s masterful dramatic storytelling, 
and with our all-star cast of soloists, it will present San Diegans an exciting opportunity to 
hear dramatic early music at its best.” 
 
Handel’s Acis & Galatea was his first dramatic work in English when it premiered as a one-
act masque at the Cannons estate, home of the composer’s patron James Brydges, the Duke 
of Chandos. Drawn from Greek mythology, Acis & Galatea portrays the love affair between 
the nymph Galatea and the shepherd Acis, whose reunion is thwarted by the monster 
Polyphemus.  



 
Acis & Galatea is considered the pinnacle of pastoral opera in England, and several writers 
consider it the greatest pastoral opera ever composed. It was written as a courtly 
entertainment about the simplicity of rural life and is filled with wit and self-parody 
offsetting the tragedy of the primary characters. Acis & Galatea was by far Handel’s most 
popular dramatic work and is his only stage composition that has never left the opera 
repertory.  

 
New this season: Dr. Nicolas Reveles Joins Pre-Concert Talks  

with Ruben Valenzuela! 
 
Bach Collegium San Diego announces that Dr. Nicolas Reveles will be joining artistic 
director Ruben Valenzuela for pre-concert talks during the 15th anniversary season. All pre-
concert talks begin at 6:45pm and take place at Sts. Constantine and Helen Orthodox Greek 
Church in Cardiff. The dates are October 21, March 3, and May 12. 
 
Composer, pianist, and arts educator, Dr. Reveles continues to make a significant impact on 
music in Southern California lecturing about opera, creating many educational programs and 
composing and performing his own works. As a music educator, Dr. Reveles thoroughly 
engages his audiences and brings them a deeper understanding of the art form. 
 
Pre-concert talks are free to concert ticketholders. 
 

DETAILS AND TICKETS 
 
Tickets are $50 for premium seats and $35 for general admission. Senior general admission 
tickets are $32. Student tickets are available for $15, and a valid student ID must be 
presented at the door.  
 
For more information and to purchase tickets please visit the Bach Collegium San Diego 
website. 
 
 

BACH COLLEGIUM SAN DIEGO 2017–18 Season 
 

G.F. HANDEL: ACIS & GALATEA 
HWV 49 (1718 version) 

OCTOBER 20 & 21, 2017 
 

G.F. HANDEL: MESSIAH 
HWV 56 

DECEMBER 18, 19 & 20, 2017 
 

SOUNDSCAPE: Musical Architects of the Baroque 
MARCH 2 & 3, 2018 

 
 



WELCOME TO ALL THE PLEASURES! 
Henry Purcell: The Sacred and the Profane 

MAY 11 & 12, 2018 
 

Subject to change 
 

ABOUT Bach Collegium San Diego 
 

Bach Collegium San Diego engages audiences with accessible, historically informed 
performances and educational programs featuring repertoire from the Renaissance, Baroque, 
and early Classical eras. The ensemble was founded in 2003 by Music Director Ruben 
Valenzuela to diversify the musical offerings of the San Diego community. Bach Collegium 
San Diego has presented a wide variety of historically significant works, including many San 
Diego and Southern California premieres. Works are performed using the instruments, 
instrumentation, and techniques of the period in which they were written. Bach Collegium 
San Diego engages this country’s finest musicians working in the field of early music, 
bringing world-class historically informed performance to the greater San Diego area 
through main stage concerts and admission-free lunchtime performances. Through its 
excellent programming and exemplary performances, Bach Collegium San Diego is 
considered one of the premier early music ensembles on the West Coast and is quickly 
becoming one of this country’s foremost ensembles for early music.  
 
Bach Collegium San Diego is Ensemble in Residence at All Souls’ Episcopal Church in Point 
Loma. 
 
For detailed bios and a list of ensemble performers please visit the website. 
 

Bach Collegium San Diego 
Ruben Valenzuela, Artistic Director 

 
1475 Catalina Blvd.  

San Diego CA 92107 USA 
619-341-1726 

 
Bach Collegium San Diego Inc. is a nonprofit 501c3 organization. 

 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter and visit our channel on YouTube. 

 
# # # 


