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Bach Collegium San Diego Announces 2018–19 Season of Innovative 

Programming and Regional Premieres  
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SAN DIEGO—Bach Collegium San Diego marks 16 years of excellence in early music performance by 
announcing its 2018–19 season, with an exciting program including seminal works by Handel, Bach, 
and Purcell, some being performed for the first time in San Diego. In a rare occurrence, music director 
Ruben Valenzuela has added a “modern” work—Frank Martin’s Mass for Double Choir (1963). Also, for the 
first time in five years, Bach Collegium San Diego will not present Handel’s Messiah during the holiday season, 
but instead Bach’s Christmas Oratorio. 
 
“Of course, there are other significant works that fall into the BCSD repertory that San Diego needs to 
experience!” says Valenzuela. “Bach’s Christmas Oratorio (which was actually composed for Christmas, unlike 
Messiah) contains portions of the Christmas narrative and is filled with  some of Bach’s most thrilling music, 
beginning with the exciting opening chorus 'Jauchzet, frohlocket' (Celebrate, rejoice). It’s time to put Messiah 
away for a year, and keep our repertoire always fresh and vibrant.” 
 
Works by Handel and Stuck are receiving their regional premiere, while the Bach Christmas Oratorio and 
Purcell’s King Arthur will receive historically informed performances on period instruments for the first time in 
our area. 
 

Bach Collegium San Diego 2018–19 Season 
 

October 5 & 6, 2018 
G.F. HANDEL: Apollo e Daphne HWV 122  —  San Diego regional premiere 

JEAN-BAPTISTE STUCK: Héraclite et Démocrite — San Diego regional premiere 
including works by Rameau and J.S. Bach 

 
 

http://www.bachcollegiumsd.org/


December 14 & 15, 2018 
J.S. BACH: Christmas Oratorio BWV 248 — Historically informed San Diego premiere 

 
February 22 & 23, 2019 

FRANK MARTIN: Mass for Double Choir 
J.S. BACH: Motet: Komm, Jesu, komm BWV 229 including other works for Double Choir 

 
MAY 3 & 4, 2019 

HENRY PURCELL: King Arthur — Historically informed San Diego premiere 
 

“Whenever BCSD programs a ‘modern’ work, we do so to make connections between newer works and their 
links, sometimes direct, to older forms, styles, and compositional process,” says Valenzuela. “BCSD’s pairing of 
the Martin Mass for Double Choir with Bach’s Motet ‘Komm, Jesu, komm’ is pure genius! Though one work is 
from the 18th century, and the other from the 20th century, they both arise out of similar influences. 
 
“As a child, Frank Martin heard a performance of Bach’s St. Matthew Passion, an experience which left an 
impression on him. As a composer, Martin’s unique style draws on a wide variety of influences, including 
Renaissance music, French Impressionism, and Schoenberg’s twelve-note system, but above all, Bach. 
  
“Martin’s Mass is notable for its flowing rhythmic and melodic vitality. Although there is no actual Gregorian 
chant  in the work, the influence of chant is never far away. Since its first performance in 1963 the reputation of 
Martin’s Mass has steadily grown, and it is now recognized as one of the great masterpieces of unaccompanied 
choral music.” 

  
ABOUT Bach Collegium San Diego 

  
Bach Collegium San Diego engages audiences with accessible, historically informed performances and 
educational programs featuring repertoire from the Renaissance, Baroque, and early Classical eras. The 
ensemble was founded in 2003 by Music Director Ruben Valenzuela to diversify the musical offerings of the 
San Diego community. Bach Collegium San Diego has presented a wide variety of historically significant works, 
including many San Diego and Southern California premieres. Works are performed using the instruments, 
instrumentation, and techniques of the period in which they were written. Bach Collegium San Diego engages 
this country’s finest musicians working in the field of early music, bringing world-class historically informed 
performance to the greater San Diego area through main stage concerts and admission-free lunchtime 
performances. Through its excellent programming and exemplary performances, Bach Collegium San Diego is 
considered one of the premier early music ensembles on the West Coast and is quickly becoming one of this 
country’s foremost ensembles for early music.  
  
Bach Collegium San Diego is Ensemble in Residence at All Souls’ Episcopal Church in Point Loma. 
  
For detailed bios and a list of ensemble performers please visit the website. 
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Bach Collegium San Diego 
Ruben Valenzuela, Artistic Director 

  
1475 Catalina Blvd. 

San Diego CA 92107 USA 
619-341-1726 

  
Bach Collegium San Diego Inc. is a nonprofit 501c3 organization. 

  
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter and visit our channel on YouTube. 
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